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To Whom I t  May Concern 

If ever i t  was time for Congress to leave behind partisanship, i t  i s  now, on the 

specific issue of the Federal Communications Commission's recent regulatory 

decisions. which wi l l  allow, even encourage, monopolistic control o f  our airways 

Just three political appointees have made decisions that wil l  have a profoundly 

negative effect on our Democracy This relaxation o f  previous rules wi l l  undoubtedly 

have the effect of stitling freedom of speech 

I urge you to view their actions with great alarm, responding with immediate 

congressional action to reverse the Cornmission's new rules 

I would very much appreciate your views on this very important matter. 

,,' James A Weldon 
I' Business Manager 

IBEW Local Union 728 
cc Me1 Horton, I V P  
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kets, which is pretty much the equivalent of owning stations 
in  every TV market in every state except California. That 
means a single company could influence the elections for 

hree anonymous political appointees to the Feder- 
al  Communicahons Commission have just delivered 
a body blow to American democracy. Large media T companies are to be allowed to buy up more TV sta- 

tions and newspapers, becoming more powerful and reap- 
ing a financial bonanza. Astonishingly, the FCC has done 
this wthout  public review, without analyzing its conse- 
quences, and without the American people getting a dime 
in return for their public airwaves Under the F C C  deal, big 
media companies must make no commitment to prowde 
hetter news, or even unbiased news Ditto w t h  local news 
coverage and chddren’s programming. I n  fact, the new rules 

Safre of the New York Tzmes, writes that ‘“the concentrahnn 
of power-political, corporate, media, cultural-should be 
anathema to conservatives.” John Roberts in the Chacago 

and TV station coul 
markets serving 98 p 

What’s going on? Seve 
company to own as man 
unintended result is 
kets and three national companies owning half the stations 
in Amenca, delivering a homogenized product that neglects 
local news coverage. Small to nndsize firms know that major 
networks will gobble up affiliates, cut local programming 
costs, and program centrally from their own stahons. In- 
dependents will be squeezed out. “For Sale” signs are al- 
ready going up. More consolidation, more news sharing, 

US. senate races, 182 House races, 38 gubernatorial races, 
and 38 state legislatures, along wth  countless local races. 
There are other scenanos. But agan, you get the idea 

Edsingthe rules on cross-ownership means that in many 
local markets one company could own its leading daily 
newspaper-and, often, its only newspaper-its top-rated 
‘IV station, the local cable company, and, as a bonus, five to 
eight radio stabons. Premously, no W a n d  newspaper merg- 

dramatically worsen opportunihes for 
local news coverage, for diversity of 
mews, andfor compehbon. “Thepub- 
hc he damned!” was a robber haron’s 
slogan from the Gilded Age. Seems to 
be just what the F C C  is sayng. 

Consider the enormity of the 
changes. The commissioners removed 
the ban on broadcasbng and newspa- 
per cross-ownership. They raised the 
national cap on audience reach hysta- 
bon-group owners to 45 percent. They 
allowed ownership of two stations in 
more markets, and even three in a 
handful of markets. There’s more, but 
you get the idea. 

more than $80 million on lobbying, plus over $25  million 
in political contnbutious, in the past three years and stand 
to gain enormously from this. 

Regardless oftheir political ideology, we cannot risknon- 
elected media bosses havmg inappropriate local, regional, or 
national power.The FCC wascreatedtoensurethatthepub- 
hc interest is served by the media companies that use our am 
waves. Everyone is enbtled to a mistake sometime, hut the 

The FCC’s recent 
decision to ease 

ownership rules on 
big media companies, 
if not reversed, will 
deliver a body blow 
to our democracy 

andfewerjournalists add upto anen- 
hanced danger of media corporations 
abusing market power to slant cov- 
erage in ways that fit their political 
and financial interests-and sup- 
pressing coverage that doesn’t. One 
defense of this outrage that  big media 
companies offer is the diversity of the 
Web. Well, yes. But does anyone re- 
dly t h ink the  Internet is anything like 
an organized political or media power, 
much less a counterweight to a claque 
of billion-dollar media behemoths? 

The good news is that the natlon, fi- 
nally, is waking up. The FCC has re- 
ceived hundreds of thousands of 




